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custom. It would not do to plead that individuals cannot mafe
the commencement and that they must wait till the whofc
society is ripe for the change. No reform has ever been brought
about except through intrepid individuals breaking down in-
human customs or usages. And after all, what hardships can the
schoolmaster suffer if he and his daughters refused to treat mar-
riage as a marketable transaction instead of a status or a sacra-
ment which it undoubtedly is. I would, therefore, advise my
correspondent courageously to give up the idea of borrowing or
begging and to save the four hundred rupees he can get on his
life policy by choosing in consultation with his daughter a
suitable husband no matter to what caste or province he
belongs.

Harijan, 25-7-1936
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WHAT A GIRL NEEDS
A fair correspondent writes :
" Your article " Avoidable Misery " seems to me to bo incomplete. Why
should parents insist on marrying their daughters and for that reason
undergo nameless difficulties ? If parents were to educate their
daughters as they educate their sons, so as to enable them to earn an
independent living, they won't have to worry themselves over the
selection of husbands for their daughters. My own experience is that
when girls have had the opportunity of developing their minds fairly
and are able to support themselves in a dignified manner, they have no
difficulty, when they are desirous of marrying, in being suitably match-
ed. I must not be understood to be advocating what is called higher
education for girls. I know it is not possible for thousands of girls.
What I plead for is a training of girls in useful knowledge and some
calling that would make them fully confident about their ability to
face the world and not to feel dependent upon parents or their future
husbands. Indeed I know some girls who, having been deserted by
their husbands are today living a dignified life with their husbands,
because during the period of their desertion they had the good fortune
to become self-dependent and to receive a general training. I wish you
could emphasize this aspect of the question in considering the dlffr
culties of parents having on their hands daughters of marriageable
age!!"
I heartily endorse the sentiments expressed by my corres-
pondent. Only I had to deal with the case of a parent who had